
Training on Incident Response
System held for District Kathua
KATHUA, SEPTEM-

BER 18 :A virtual training
programme on Incident
Response System (IRS)
was today conducted for
District Kathua by the
Department of Disaster
Management, Relief,
Rehabilitation &
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n
(DMRR&R) through Brig.
Kuldip Singh (Retd) as the
resource person.

The training aimed at
sensitizing officers about
the structured framework
of IRS for effective disaster
management, ensuring a
coordinated approach by all
line departments during
emergencies.

Brig. Kuldip Singh
(Retd) shared detailed
insights on the concept,
objectives and functioning
of the Incident Response
System, highlighting the

importance of establishing
a clear chain of command,
role clarity and efficient
resource mobilization dur-
ing crisis situations. He
also explained how the
system provides uniformi-

ty in response, reduces
duplication of efforts and
ensures optimum use of
resources.

The participants were
apprised about the respon-
sibilities of Incident

Commanders and other
designated officers, the
need for inter-departmental
coordination and the use of
IRS in handling both natu-
ral and man-made disas-
ters.
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Revival of Ujh project...
While interacting with the victims, Dr Jitendra Singh

assured that compensation would be provided for damages
suffered by their houses and shops. Deputy Commissioner,
Pathankot, Aditya Uppal briefed Dr Jitendra Singh about
the spots he visited today. He informed that 250 houses
were reported to be severally or partially damaged during
floods near Bridge Number 4 in Sujanpur. He said the exact
assessment is underway. Approximately, crop damage has
been reported over 7 acre land. About 1500 people were
affected. However, there were no casualties in Sujanpur.
More than 700 persons were rescued by NDRF, Police and
the Army. The Deputy Commissioner also informed the
Union Minister that about 200 people were affected in
Pangoli where 25 houses belonging to SC community were
severally damaged. Approximately, 6 acre crop land was
swept away in khad water overflowing adjoining India Oil
Petrol Pump towards Mamoon Cantt.

Yesterday, the Union Minister had visited several vil-
lages affected by the floods,  such as Polla, Kohlian and the
river bed of Ravi. Besides, he also visited places along the
rivers Ravi and Jlali in Bamial, Chal, Amir, Simbal Sakol,
Dhinda and Bhupalpur. On the occasion, the Union
Minister was briefed on the level of damage suffered dur-
ing the calamity. Dr Jitendra Singh said, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is monitoring the rehabilitation of the vic-
tims and reconstruction work with respect to the damaged
infrastructure. The Minister said he is also monitoring the
work being undertaken in all 23 districts of Punjab, and
receives reports from the local authorities on a daily basis.

People are Facing Difficulties Due To
The Sidhra-Panjtirthi Road Being
One-Way : Hindustan Shiv Sena
Jammu, Sept 19 :

Hindustan Shiv Sena State
President Vikrant Kapoor
has expressed deep concern
over the difficulties faced
by people due to the
Siddara-Panjtirthi road
being one-way. He has
urged Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha to intervene in
the matter and take immedi-
ate steps to open the road
For two-way traffic.
Addressing a press confer-
ence in Jammu Vikrant
Kapoor said these words.
He said that the road was
closed due to a landslide
caused by recent heavy
rains on 26th august. He
said that after some debris
was removed, the road has
been opened for one-way
traffic. Debris remains on a
50-70 foot stretch of the
road, but even after so
many days, the debris has
not been completely
removed by JCB machines.
Consequently, only one-
way traffic is permitted on
the road, causing significant
inconvenience to general
public.

He stated that vehicles
are allowed to travel from
Panjthirthi towards Sidhra,
but on their return journey,
they must travel a long dis-
tance via either Narwal or
Manda. He added that due
to the presence of a hospital
there, patients are also fac-
ing difficulties. He stated
that the concerned officials
are deliberately not remov-
ing the debris from this 50-
to 70-foot stretch, allowing
vehicles to travel only one-
way. He alleged that a mafia
is involved in this matter, as
they want the DPR for
debris removal to be pre-
pared first, followed by a
tender, and then the work
can be done. He stated that
this is a lengthy process and
will cause inconvenience to
the public for a long time.
Therefore, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
should intervene in this
matter and order the
deployment of JCB
machines to clear the debris
from this small stretch of
road, providing some relief
to the public.

DC Kathua reviews 
arrangements for Navratra,

Dussehra festivals
KATHUA SEPTEM-

BER 18 : Deputy
Commissioner Kathua
Rajesh Sharma on
Thursday chaired a meeting
of officers here at DC
Office complex to review
the arrangements for the
Navratra and Dussehra fes-
tivals.

The meeting deliberated
in detail, asking the stake-
holder departments to for-
mulate Actions Plan for

cleanliness, sanitation,
drinking water, uninterrupt-
ed power supply, traffic
regulation and checking of
rates of eatables. The Police
Department was asked to
come out with a detailed
deployment plan for ensur-
ing security arrangements
in and around the important
temples and shrines of the
district.

Stress was laid on main-
taining security around
important shrines and tem-
ples besides different ven-
ues of Dusherra festival.
The Deputy Commissioner
directed concerned PWD
Engineers to start repair
and renovation works at
Mata Bala Sundri, Mata
Sukrala, Doula Mata,
Jasrota Mata, Jourian Mata
shrines while the local
BDOs were asked to repair
bridle paths leading to the
temples and shrines.

Similarly, the PDD
Department was asked to
make provision of addition-
al transformers for Mata
Jourian and Mata Bala
Sundri Shrines to meet any
contingency besides ensur-
ing uninterrupted power

supply to all the shrines.
The RTO was directed to

keep a check on overload-
ing and overcharging by the
transporters on Yatra routes
and to take action against
the defaulters. The Traffic
Police department was
asked to ensure effective
traffic regulation to prevent
congestion during Navratra
festival.

Responding to the issues
raised by the Mandir

Committees, the DC
assured timely repair of
defunct high mast lights
near all Temple Shrines.

The meeting formulated
committees for regular
inspection of the markets to
keep check on single use
plastic, quality of eatables
and overcharging etc.

Earlier, the Members of
management committees,
priests of temples and
shrines projected problems
and demands. The Deputy
Commissioner directed the
concerned officers for
immediate redressal of  the
same.

ADC Billawar, ADC
Basohli and SDM Bani and
SDM Hiranagar,   joined
the meeting virtually. They
were also asked to ensure
all logistic and other servic-
es for smooth observance
of Navratra festival.

ADDC Surinder Mohan;
CEO BBDA Atul Gupta;
ADC Vinay Khosla; ADC
Vishavjeet Singh; ADC
Basohli Pankaj Bhagotra;
CPO Ranjit Thakur; RTO
and other officers of differ-
ent departments were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Farmers acquainted with modern
Horticulture Techniques

JAMMU, SEPTEM-
BER 18 : Department of
Horticulture Jammu organ-
ized a Training / Exposure
Visit for farmers of Jammu
District to Akhnoor to
acquaint them with new
techniques and innovations
in the Horticulture Sector.
The visit was organised
under Mission for
Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH) and
ATMA.  

Director Horticulture
Jammu Gul Sayed, Chief
Horticulture Officer Rakesh
Kotwal, Chief Scientist
KVK, R.S.Pura, Dr.
Ravneet Kour, District
Level SMS Rakesh Kumar
Bhagat and other officials
of Horticulture Department
were also present at the
event.

The Programme drew a
large number of farmers
including former
Sarpanches, Lambardars

and progressive orchardists
from the area. The huge
turnout reflected the keen
interest among the local

farming community to
adopt modern practices and
value addition techniques in
the Horticulture Sector.

Interacting with the
farmers, the Director
acquainted them about the
Government schemes
launched for Horticulture
Development. He high-
lighted the benefits offered
under Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme

(HADP), the Mission for
Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH) and
other Centrally Sponsored

Schemes. He also assured
full support from the
department for enhancing
capacity building of
orchardists through training
and workshops.

The Chief Horticulture
Officer stressed the impor-
tance of skill based train-
ings and practical exposure
for empowering farmers

District Level SMS also
provided valuable technical

guidance to the orchardists
on best Horticulture prac-
tices, emphasizing plants
propagation methods and
effective pests and disease
control.

Later, the Director vis-
ited the High Density
orchards, Demonstration
Plots and Mulching compo-
nent units where farmers
were shown practical
aspects of better Orchard
Management, High Density
Plantation techniques and
benefits of mulching in
conserving soil moisture,
suppressing weeds and
improving crop productivi-
ty.

Technical experts from
the department delivered
comprehensive demonstra-
tions on Canopy manage-
ment, integrated pest and
disease management, irri-
gation practices, nutrient
management and Post
Harvest handling of fruits.


