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Food Safety Team inspects langars at Base Camp
Nunwan, Transit Camp Chandanwari, Pahalgam
PAHALGAM, JULY 3

: Aimed at ensuring the
safety and well-being of
pilgrims during the Shri
Amarnath Yatra, the Food
Safety team Kashmir,
under the directions of
Commissioner Food and
Drugs Administration,
Smita Sethi, conducted a
comprehensive inspection
of Langars operating at the
Base Camp Nunwan and
Transit Camp
Chandanwari, Pahalgam.
The inspections were con-
ducted under the supervi-

sion of Joint
Commissioner Food
Safety, Sanjeev Kumar.
The team was comprised
of Deputy Commissioner
Food Safety, Kashmir,
State Nodal Officer, Food
Safety Officer HQ
Kashmir and Food Safety
Officers from Anantnag
district.

The inspection aimed to
ensure that all Langars
adhere to the highest stan-
dards of food safety and
hygiene, thereby safe-
guarding the health of pil-

grims.
On the occasion, a sen-

sitisation meeting was also
convened by the Joint
Commissioner, in which
Sachin Sharma, Additional
Camp Director and repre-
sentatives of Langars
authorized to operate at the
Base Camp Nunwan par-
ticipated.It was informed
that 12 Langars are cur-
rently operating at the
Base Camp, Nunwan and
08 at the Transit Camp
Chandanwari. During the
meeting, State Nodal
Officer FDA senzitized the
representatives of the
Langars on the importance
of maintaining high stan-
dards of health hygiene
and food safety. The
Langar representatives and
food handlers were empha-
sized for compliance with
the Advisory issued by the
department, focusing on
key areas like sanitary and

hygienic requirements,
proper storage conditions,
regular checking of expiry
dates of raw materials, use
of potable water for food
preparation, disposal of
food waste, pest and
rodent control measures,
prohibition of un permitted
food colors, ensuring
health certificates for food
handlers, registration of
Langars under the Food
Safety and Standards Act,
2006.

The Joint
Commissioner Food
Safety said that the Food
Safety Department is firm-
ly committed to monitor
and enforce the food safety
standards during the Shri
Amarnath Yatra. He urged
all Food Business
Operators (FBOs) to strict-
ly adhere to the guidelines
and regulations, ensuring a
safe and healthy experi-
ence for all the pilgrims.

Khelo Bharat Niti will unleash India’s
sporting potential : Nitish

Jammu, July 3 : Nitish
Mahajan, President BJP
Trikuta Nagar Mandal,
Jammu, has hailed the Union
Cabinet’s approval of the
Khelo Bharat Niti 2025,
calling it a “landmark and
visionary move” that will
not only transform India’s
sports ecosystem but also
fuel the aspirations of youth
from every corner of the
country, especially rural and
underserved regions like
Jammu & Kashmir.Nitish
Mahajan, in a statement
issued today, said the Khelo
Bharat Niti reflects Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

deep commitment to build-
ing a vibrant sports culture
in India. “For the first time,
sports are being given the
same strategic importance as
infrastructure and education.
This policy is a game-chang-
er. It will elevate India into
the top-five sporting nations
of the world by 2047 and
boost our preparation for
hosting the 2036 Olympics,”
he said.  The senior BJP
leader appreciated the com-
prehensive nature of the pol-
icy that covers everything —
from grassroots develop-
ment, coaching, and infra-
structure to sports gover-

nance, financing, and inclu-
sivity. “The integration of
sports with tourism, educa-
tion, and economic develop-
ment is a masterstroke,” he
noted, adding that the policy
will generate not only
medals but also jobs and
opportunities in the sports
sector. The senior BJP leader
welcomed the emphasis on
league culture and private
sector participation, saying
that such reforms will
encourage corporate support
and long-term investments.
“Consultations with over 40
companies show the serious-
ness of this approach. We

need professional leagues
and corporate backing
across all Olympic sports,
not just cricket,” he added.
Praising the government’s
efforts to make sports inclu-
sive, Nitish said the policy
rightly focuses on empower-
ing women, tribal youth, the
LGBTQ+ community, and
people from economically
weaker backgrounds. “From
Paddar to Pir Panjal, and
from Banihal to Bani, the
policy opens doors of oppor-
tunity for every talented
child of J&K to dream big in
the field of sports,” he
asserted.

Shivraj Chouhan, Omar...
gratitude to the Union Minister for his prompt response

and visit: "Your presence here today has truly won our
hearts. We have always known you to be a positive and
responsive leader, but I must admit-I did not expect such a
swift and gracious response. A few days ago, during the
NITI Aayog meeting, I had requested you to visit, especial-
ly after the Pahalgam incident, to reassure the people that
the nation stands with us. Today, you are here with your full
team, which reflects your deep commitment and solidari-
ty." He added that face-to-face engagement, as opposed to
formal correspondence, helps in quicker resolution of
issues. "This meeting itself is a testimony to how much can
be achieved through dialogue and collaboration," he said.
Earlier in the meeting, Principal Secretary, Agriculture
Production Department, Shailendra Kumar, and Secretary,
Rural Development & Panchayati Raj, Aijaz Asad, gave
comprehensive presentations on the performance and
progress of their respective departments. They highlighted
implementation status, physical and financial achievements
under various centrally sponsored schemes, GoI-supported
and UT-specific schemes, including: PM-Kisan, RKVY,
Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture; Rural
infrastructure initiatives under MGNREGA, PMAY-G,
NRLM, and PMAY

Key performance indicators, success stories from field-
level beneficiaries, and use of digital governance tools for
real-time monitoring were also showcased. 

The meeting broadly reviewed sectoral achievements,
discussed bottlenecks, and chalked out action plans to
accelerate progress in both Agriculture and Rural
Development sectors.

On the occasion, in the presence of the Chief Minister
and Union Agriculture Minister, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed between Kudumbashree
and JKRLM to establish 20 food service enterprises across
all 20 districts of J&K. This initiative aims to empower
women, Self-Help Groups (SHG) by creating local
employment opportunities and building market-ready ven-
tures. Additionally, the dignitaries launched 'Har Didi Ek
Kahani'-a compendium of success stories of over 100
women SHGs who have become Lakhpati Didis through
structured enterprise support, capacity building, and men-
torship under the JKRLM framework. The Union Minister
and the Chief Minister jointly made commitment for grass-
roots empowerment, inclusive growth, and stronger centre-
state collaboration to transform the rural and agricultural
ecosystem of Jammu and Kashmir.

Amarnath Yatra 2025...
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Vijay Kumar

Bidhuri, speaking to reporters at one of the camps, said,
"This Yatra is not just a religious pilgrimage. From securi-
ty forces to pitthus, tents to service providers-everyone is
contributing to its success. The enthusiasm among the
devotees is unparalleled. I pray everyone's wishes are ful-
filled and peace prevails across Kashmir and the country."
Pilgrims also expressed satisfaction with the arrangements.
A devotee at the Pahalgam base camp said, "We are not
afraid of terrorism. The facilities are excellent. We are
thankful to the Shrine Board."A veteran pilgrim from
Sangrur, Punjab, said, "This is my 14th Amarnath Yatra.
The arrangements get better each time. There's no need to
rush-everything is well-managed." To ensure the smooth
conduct of the Yatra, a three-tier security grid has been
implemented, with thousands of security personnel
deployed along the route. In addition to conventional meas-
ures, AI-powered CCTV surveillance systems are monitor-
ing key locations for real-time threat detection.Meanwhile,
the second batch of 5,246 pilgrims left the Bhagwati Nagar
base camp in Jammu on Thursday morning.The batch
included 4,074 males, 795 females, 19 children, 324 sad-
hus, 33 sadhvis, and one transgender pilgrim. Of these,
1,993 pilgrims are headed to Baltal and 3,253 to Pahalgam.
A fleet of 268 vehicles - including 106 buses, 38 medium
motor vehicles (MMVs), and 124 light motor vehicles
(LMVs) - has been deployed for transportation.On
Wednesday, the first batch of 5,485 Yatris was flagged off
from the Jammu base camp by Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha. Upon arrival in the Kashmir Valley, the pilgrims
received a warm welcome from the Administration and
locals.The Yatra, which began Thursday, will conclude on
August 9.Pilgrims from across the country undertake the
Amarnath Yatra to pay obeisance at the holy cave shrine
that houses a naturally formed ice Shivlingam. 


