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<Last year's runner-up
Aryna Sabalenka survived
a gritty Marta Kostyuk
and an untimely rain inter-
ruption to complete a 7-
6(7/4), 7-6(9/7) win over
the Ukrainian and reach
the Madrid Open semi-
finals for a fourth time on
Wednesday. The top-seed-
ed Sabalenka needed 84
minutes to take the open-
ing set before securing the
win in cold, breezy condi-
tions. Kostyuk saved a
match point and broke to
take the second set into a
tiebreak. At 5-4 in the
breaker, it started to rain
and play was halted
briefly to close the roof of
the Manolo Santana stadi-
um.

Upon resumption of
play, Sabalenka saved
three set points and eked
out the win, her third over
her rival in as many meet-
ings.

"Honestly, that was a
battle and conditions were
incredibly tough. It wasn't
about tennis, it was about
the way you handled your
emotions," said the
Belarusian world number
one, who hit 48 unforced
errors.

"I think I did really well
and I'm super proud I was
able to handle myself in

such a difficult situation."
Sabalenka next takes on

another Ukrainian in the
form of Elina Svitolina,
who extended her winning
streak to 11 consecutive
matches with a swift 6-2,
6-1 rout of Japan's
Moyuka Uchijima in just
52 minutes.

A champion in Rouen
last week, Svitolina is
undefeated on clay this
season and is the first
Ukrainian woman to reach

the semi-finals in Madrid.
The 30-year-old has

won her last 22 consecu-
tive sets on the red dirt.

Svitolina has a three-
year-old daughter, is run-
ning a foundation that has
taken over the responsibil-
ities of the Ukrainian
national tennis team both
financially and from a
managerial side, and is on
an incredible run that will
see her re-enter the top 15
in the rankings.

"I have a lot on my
plate, but I draw energy
and motivation from my
people," said the former
world number three.

"When I go back to
Ukraine, I just get so
much energy from all the
people that are right now
over there having a tough
time. I'm just trying to
keep it up and bring some
wins for Ukraine."

Earlier in the day, Iga
Swiatek kept her Madrid

Open title defence alive,
as she avenged her
Australian Open defeat to
Madison Keys with a 0-6,
6-3, 6-2 win against the
American in the quarter-
finals.

The second seed will
next square off with Coco
Gauff, who beat 18-year-
old Mirra Andreeva for
the third time in as many
meetings, 7-5, 6-1.

Searching for her first
title of the season, the sec-
ond-seeded Swiatek
recovered from a poor
opening set to improve
her clean record on clay
against Keys to 4-0 and
reach a third consecutive
Madrid semi-final.

Keys knocked out the
Pole on her way to a
maiden Grand Slam title
in Melbourne three
months ago and seemed to
have cracked the Swiatek
code when she handed her
a bagel in the first set on
Wednesday.

But Swiatek, who was
contesting a 17th consecu-
tive quarter-final on clay,
cut down on her errors
and struck back to book a
last-four clash with Gauff.

On court in the Arantxa
Sanchez stadium, Gauff
saved two set points while
receiving at 4-5 before

seizing a one-set lead after
63 minutes of play against
Andreeva. 

Gauff cruised in the sec-
ond set to dismiss the sev-
enth-seeded Russian and
reach her first semi-final
of the year -- outside of
the mixed team United
Cup event.

The fourth-seeded
American gave herself a
9/10 grade for her per-
formance, adding: "I think
I played really well and
stayed composed, even
when facing those set
points." In ATP action,
Novak Djokovic's con-
queror Matteo Arnaldi
earned multiple top-20
wins in one event for the
first time by knocking out
16th-seeded Frances
Tiafoe 6-3, 7-5 to move
into the Madrid quarter-
finals. The Italian world
number 44 will take on
Jack Draper, who reached
his first Masters 1000
quarter-final on clay with
a 6-2, 6-2 result against
world number 12 Tommy
Paul. Lucky loser Gabriel
Diallo saved three match
points to claim the biggest
win of his career over
world number 16 Grigor
Dimitrov 5-7, 7-6(9/7), 6-
4 and reach the quarter-
finals.

‘It’s a shame we won’t have Arshad Nadeem’: Neeraj Chopra
Classic participant breaks silence on post-Pahalgam snub

The inaugural Neeraj
Chopra Classic is sched-
uled to place on May 24 in
Bengaluru and the javelin
throw event has already
been hit with controversy.
After the recent Pahalgam
terror attack, the competi-
tion received national
attention as an invitation
was also sent to reigning
Olympic champion Arshad
Nadeem. After the
Pahalgam attack, Nadeem
revealed that he would not
be travelling to India for
the event due to training
commitment for the
upcoming Asian Athletics
Championship, which is
scheuled for May 27-31 in
South Korea.

Neeraj was on the
receiving end of criticism
and abuse from fans, who
felt that he ignored nation-
al sentiments. But what

many fans didn’t know is
that invitation was sent
before the Pahalgam
attack, and Neeraj revealed
that in a public statement,
also accusing fans of abus-
ing his family.

2016 Olympics silver
medallist Julius Yego, who
will be participating in the
event in Bengaluru,
expressed his disappoint-
ment on the absence of
Arshad. The Pakistan ath-
lete threw a record distance
of 92.97m in Paris last
year.

Speaking to Livemint,
Yego said, “I feel for
Nadeem! It could have
been so nice for him to
compete there (at Neeraj
Chopra Classic). To me it’s
a loss to the big sport. I
also feel for Neeraj
because he has tried his
best to have him come but

situations didn’t allow it to
happen.”

“So it’s a shame we will
not have the Olympic
champion (Arshad) com-
peting in this very impor-
tant event by Chopra in
India,” he added.

Yego also hailed Neeraj
for organising the upcom-
ing event in India. He said,
“For Neeraj to organise
this big event in India is
big step to making the
sport popular in places per-
ceived to be less popular
like Africa/Kenya in par-
ticular and now India
which has made this sport
very popular.”

“Every competition is a
learning experience for all
but more to the young
ones. Indian athletes will
be able to experience that
feeling on competing
among the best in the
world so it’s a very good
learning experience and
opportunity. This is will be
a very special event with
special learning to most if
not all.” The NC Classic
will also feature the likes
of two-time world champi-
on Anderson Peters, 2016
Olympics gold medallist
Thomas Rohler and current
world leader Curtis
Thompson. Fans will also
get to see Neeraj in action.

After Hania Aamir And Others, Arshad
Nadeem's Instagram Account Blocked In India

Pakistan's Olympic
gold-winning javelin
thrower Arshad Nadeem's
Instagram account has
been blocked in India
owing to a "legal request"
in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam terror attack.
Users attempting to access
Nadeem's Instagram page
from India are met with the
message: "Account not
available in India. This is
because we complied with
a legal request to restrict
this content."

Twenty-six people,
mostly tourists, were killed
and several injured when
terrorists opened fire at a
meadow near the popular
tourist town of Pahalgam
in south Kashmir on April
22. The government has
since cracked down on
Pakistani social media
accounts that have large
following in India.

Earlier this week, sever-
al Pakistani YouTube
channels were also
restricted in India for "dis-
seminating provocative
and communally sensitive
content, false and mislead-
ing narratives and misin-
formation against India, its
Army and security agen-
cies".

Former cricketers
Shoaib Akhtar, Basit Ali,

and Shahid Afridi were
among those whose
YouTube accounts were
withheld.

Interestingly, while their
YouTube content is no
longer accessible, their
Instagram accounts remain
available, unlike
Nadeem's.

The Instagram accounts
of current Pakistan crick-
eters including Babar
Azam, Mohammad
Rizwan and Shaheed
Afridi are also accessible.

Other prominent

Pakistani celebrities,
including actors Mahira
Khan and Ali Zafar, have
also seen their Instagram
accounts blocked in India.

Nadeem, who won gold
at the Paris Olympics after
upstaging Indian superstar
Neeraj Chopra, had been
invited by the latter to par-
ticipate in the inaugural
NC Classic javelin event
scheduled for May 24 in
Bengaluru.

However, he declined
the invitation, citing prior
commitments.

Punjab Kings captain
Shreyas Iyer was fined Rs
12 Lakh for maintaining
slow over-rate during the
IPL 2025 encounter
against Chennai Super
Kings on Wednesday.
PBKS registered a com-
prehensive victory over
CSK in the match but
Shreyas was punished as
his team was not able to
complete the full quota of
overs within the stipulated
time. PBKS were even
forced to bring an extra
fielder inside the circle
before the start of the 19th
over but that did not stop
Chahal from claiming a
brilliant hat-trick. 

"Shreyas Iyer, Captain,
Punjab Kings has been
fined after his team main-
tained a slow over-rate
during Match 49 of the
Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2025 against
Chennai Super Kings at
the MA Chidambaram

Stadium, Chennai on
Wednesday."

"As this was his team's
first offence of the season
under Article 2.22 of the
IPL Code of Conduct,
which pertains to mini-
mum over-rate offences,
Iyer was fined INR 12
Lakh," BCCI said in a
release. Skipper Shreyas
made an excellent fifty to
support Yuzvendra
Chahal's hat-trick as
Punjab Kings defeated
Chennai Super Kings by
four wickets in their IPL
match on Wednesday.
Shreyas (72, 41b, 5x4 4x6)
and opener Prabhsimran
Singh (54, 36b, 5x4, 3x6)
were the main run-makers
for PBKS as they over-
hauled the 191-run target
in 19.4 overs. Earlier, Sam
Curran's 88 helped hosts
CSK reach a competitive
190 all out despite Chahal
taking four wickets includ-
ing a hat-trick (4/32).

Shreyas Iyer Handed Big Punishment By BCCI
After Win Against Chennai Super Kings. Reason Is...

AArryynnaa  SSaabbaalleennkkaa  EEaasseess  PPaasstt  MMaarrttaa
KKoossttyyuukk  IInnttoo  MMaaddrriidd  OOppeenn  SSeemmii-FFiinnaallss

Rohit Sharma is all set
to captain the Indian crick-
et team in the upcoming
Test series against
England with the BCCI
shortlisting around 35
players fro the tour,
according to a report by
Times Of India. While
there was some specula-
tion over Rohit's position
following the series loss
against Australia, he is
expected to stay as cap-
tain. The report also
claimed that the selectors
are keen to find a steady
middle-order batter who
can No. 5 or 6 with Karun
Nair and Devdutt Padikkal
being the top contenders.
However, Shreyas Iyer
and Axar Patel have
reportedly not part of the
selectors' shortlist as of
now. "Rohit is most likely
to travel as the board feels
that one needs a strong
captain through the series,
which is likely to be as
tough as the Australia tour.
With regard to the middle-
order, the team manage-

ment has shown very little
confidence in Sarfaraz
Khan's ability. Nair and
Patidar are seasoned red-
ball players and are in fine
form. It is likely at least
one of them will be in the
India ‘A' team. As for Iyer,
he was dropped last year
based on his poor returns
in Test cricket. A final call
is yet to be be taken,” a
BCCI source said.

Sai Sudharsan is also
expected to be the back-up
opener for the series.
However, if he does not
find a place in the squad,
he will most certainly be a
part of the India A squad.

The other major name in
the shortlist is spinner
Kuldeep Yadav. Kuldeep
has found himself out of
favour when it comes to
overseas Test series.
However, with R Ashwin
retiring mid-way into the
Australia series, he is
reportedly being consid-
ered as an attacking spin
option for the Indian crick-
et team.

India's Squad For England Tour: Rohit Sharma To
Lead, Two IPL Stars Set To Return For Tests: Report

A dejected-looking
Lionel Messi walked off
the field in defeat on
Wednesday after his Inter
Miami team were exposed
in emphatic fashion by a
young Vancouver
Whitecaps. The 3-1 loss in
the second leg of their
CONCACAF Champions
Cup semi-final meant a 5-
1 aggregate defeat to the
Canadian side and no-one
who watched the games
would question whether
the scoreline was a fair
reflection of the games. A
Miami team built around
Messi and a slew of aging
former team-mates from
his Barcelona heyday --
Luis Suarez, Sergio
Busquets and Jordi Alba -
backed up mainly by jour-
neymen players from
South America, showed
their age against a
Whitecaps team that was
faster and sharper in all
areas.

Last year Miami won
the Supporters Shield --
for the best regular season
record in MLS, with a
record-breaking campaign
but the attempt to squeeze
another year out of the tir-
ing legs of the Barca old

boys has proven to be a
mistake.

The 38-year-old Suarez,
who like Messi scored 20
goals in MLS last year,
now looks totally spent,
his legs no longer able to
get him in the positions his
experience tells him he
needs to be.<Busquets is a
sorry shadow of the out-
standing midfielder he
once was and Alba, while
still an attacking threat,
appears to have been given
permission to ignore his
defensive duties.

And while Messi is still
well capable of providing

highlight reel moments, he
is 37 and surely needed
willing and hungry,
youngsters willing to run
all day for him and not the
good company of his simi-
larly aged friends.

Coach Javier
Mascherano, another old
Barca team-mate who also
played with Messi in the
Argentine national team,
amplified the problems by
leaving younger, home-
grown options on the
bench and the Whitecaps
gleefully accepted the
space left for them on the
field. 

'They can't run, can't
defend'

"Vancouver showed the
weaknesses of Inter
Miami. Because they can't
run, they can't defend, and
there's not a balance in the
team. Because five stay up
front and the other five try
and defend. And they can't
defend," said Fox televi-
sion pundit Warren Barton,
the former Premier League
defender.

Vancouver's Danish
coach Jasper Sorensen was
diplomatic in his post-
game analysis but there
were moments of frank-
ness which revealed the
painful truth for
Mascherano and Messi.

"I think it is fair to say
that we have a younger
team and also a team nore
capable of running and
playing with high intensi-
ty," he said.

"I think we really came
out very strong at the start
of the second half and
exploited that the pitch
was very open, they had
some players that stayed
up front, so we had to
defend with a few guys
and I just said 'keep on
running, run forward....."

Slow And Easily Beaten -- Lionel Messi's
Miami Project Risks Global Embarrassment

Barcelona and Inter Milan shared a compelling 3-3
draw in a high-octane Champions League semi-final
first leg clash on Wednesday. The Italian side raced into
a two-goal lead with superb strikes from Marcus
Thuram and Denzel Dumfries, before the unstoppable
Lamine Yamal pulled Barca back into it with a sublime
solo effort. Ferran Torres levelled for the five-time
champions and although Inter nosed ahead through
Dumfries again, a Yann Sommer own goal left the tie
on a knife-edge at the halfway stage. Inter were desper-
ately hoping Thuram would be fit to play after a thigh
injury and he showed precisely why, scoring the fastest
ever Champions League semi-final goal after 30 sec-
onds. Barcelona's Copa del Rey final winning
goalscorer Jules Kounde hacked a poor clearance to the
edge of the box, and Inter capitalised.

Dutch wide man Dumfries aimed a low cross
towards Thuram and Inigo Martinez slipped at just the
wrong time, allowing the France striker room to finish
with an impudent back-heel flick.

Quadruple-chasing Barcelona seized control and
pushed forward, roared on by a nervous 50,000 strong
Olympic stadium crowd.

Yamal, on his 100th Barcelona appearance, appealed
for a penalty after he was shoved by Alessandro
Bastoni and then set up Torres, who fired wide.

The Spaniard, standing in for Barca's injured top
goalscorer Robert Lewandowski, lashed a volley nar-
rowly off target. Against the run of play Inter, whose
treble hopes crumbled after three consecutive domestic
defeats prior, scored their second, with another fine fin-
ish. Francesco Acerbi nodded on a corner and Dumfries
reached the dropping ball first to score with a stunning
acrobatic effort.

Barcelona Fight Back Against Inter Milan In
Sensational Champions League Semi-Final Draw

Mexico City will host
high-altitude Formula One
races for at least three
more years after a contract
extension was signed
Wednesday.

"We are very excited to
announce that the Mexico
City Grand Prix will con-
tinue to be part of our cal-
endar until 2028," F1 chief
executive Stefano
Domenicali said.
"Formula 1 is energy, pas-
sion and emotion, and
every year the unique
atmosphere created by our
fans in Mexico City is one
of the most incredible and
energetic experiences of
our championship," he
added.

The Mexican capital "is
the home of Formula 1,"
its mayor Clara Brugada
said.

The Mexico City Grand
Prix is expected to gener-

ate 21 billion pesos --
about $1.1 billion -- in
2025, Brugada said.

"The Grand Prix not
only attracts motorsports
fans, but also stimulates
the local economy of this
great city, strengthens the
tourism infrastructure, and
generates pride," she said.

Mexico City is more
than 2,200 meters (7,200
feet) above sea level and
the rarefied atmosphere
has an effect on turbos,
cooling systems and
brakes as well as deliver-
ing less drag.

Formula One returned to
Mexico City's Autodromo
Hermanos Rodriguez
racetrack in 2015 after a
23-year absence, to the
delight of fans in the Latin
American nation.

This year's Mexico City
Grand Prix will be held
October 24-26.

Mexico City To Host
F1 Races Until 2028


